Reading Log--General Information and Examples
Harrigan, (3 pages)

General Information:
Reading Logs are formal notes about your reading that are divided into two parts, “Summary”
and “Personal Response.” These two parts are of equal length. A general rule of thumb is that
the summary is about one fourth (1:4 or 25%) as long as the pages you read for the summary and
the personal response is also the same length.

Your goal in the Summary is to include enough detail to make the Summary
itself a short version of the story. Your goal in the Personal Response is to tell how you reacted
to the events of the story and to discuss what the author did to construct the story. You should
comment on the mood, the action, characters, themes, symbols, and your emotional and critical
reactions.

Format:
Reading Logs are typed and double spaced. The Summary and Personal Response are written in
an alternating format, using natural story breaks (like chapters or segments of reading) to
determine when to start and stop. You may alternate between Summary and Personal Response a
few times or only once, depending on the 25 pages you choose.

Your Name
Due Date
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(Sample) Reading Log ffor

Chapter , Pages to

Summary |

Give the important details as if you were re-telling the story in a short version. The
summary does not include your opinion. Remember that the summary should be about one
written page for every four pages you read, double spaced. Your summary will be longer
than this!

Personal Response

What you write here must relate directly to the part of the book you have
summarized, above (and not to the book as a whole). You may tell what you observe in the
author’s attempt to create tension, to sway the reader to her/his point of view, or to create
mood. You may discuss the characters, setting, and other elements of the story, and may
tell specifically how you relate to the story. This is as long as the summary.

[ Comment [KH1]: Title of your book goes here. ]

Comment [KH2]: The units or chapters and
pages covered in the following Summary and PR go
here.

Comment [KH3]: This heading is at the top of
each written summary.section. You may divide the
25 pages into multiple parts, or might write only one
summary section.

Comment [KH4]: This heading goes at the top of
each Personal Response. If you have only one
summary section, you will have only one PR section.
Itis up to you if you want to divide parts of your 25
pages into more parts for summary and response.




Examples of Unsatisfactory and Satisfactory Summary for a Reading Log

A. Unsatisfactory Summary of Ch 8 (for 4 actual pages of the novel), Catcher in the Rye:

The following summary is not analytical and it is far too general for your Reading Log.
It does not give us any information about the character & motivations or about the content of the
discussion between the woman on the train and Holden, to whom the reader is being introduced.
We need and want to know him, to have as sense of his personality and quirks. This very poor
summary is taken from Cliffés Notes.

fHolden walks to the train station. Once there he cleans off the blood from the fight with
snow, and in a few minutes catches a train for New York. The train is relatively deserted. He
meets a woman who turns out to be the mother of one of his classmates. They have some
general conversation.0 (Cliffé Notes, 1988.)

A. Satisfactory Summary of Chapter 8, same pages as above, in Catcher in the Rye:

The following summary tells not only what happened in more detail, but also tellsus the
character& thoughts. It is a short version of the story of the chapter and includes important
actions by characters or information from the author who is building plot tension. Thisisthe
kind of summary expected in Reading Logs.

Determined to leave the school late at night, Holden walks to the train station in
the snow because it is too late to call a taxi. The walk allows him to cool down after his physical
fight with Stradlater. With a short wait at the almost empty station, he catches a train for New
York. He sits next to a woman, Mrs. Morrow, who turns out to be the mother of a classmate.
Holden dislikes this classmate (calls him a fhastardd, but seems attracted to Mrs. Morrow who
is least twice his age. He lies repeatedly to her, attempting to impress and get her attention. He
gives Mrs. Morrow a false name (the name of the school janitor).

Holden then informs the reader that he doesnd want Mrs. Morrow to feel badly about
having a rotten son, so he tells her that her son is popular and a high achiever. The truth is that
Holden® memories of the classmate are of him irritatingly snapping towels at people in the
locker room. Holden gets carried away in his lies, surprising even himself with the amount of
lying he does. Pretending to be older than he is, he asks Mrs. Morrow if she would like a drink
or a cigarette. Mrs. Morrow asks him his age, seeing that he is too young for either one. She
invites Holden to visit her family in the summer. Holden, constantly having a mental dialog with
himself, thinks that he would never visit the classmate. He lies to Mrs. Morrow, saying that he
travels in the summer and that he has a brain tumor; he tells her not worry about him.



Examples of Unsatisfactory and Satisfactory Personal Response for a Reading Log

B. Unsatisfactory Personal Response: Chapter 8, Catcher in the Rye—same pages as for
Summary, above.

| do not like Holden because | dond like people who lie for no reason at all--or even if
they do have a reason. Holden is just a Big Liar and | dona like reading this book. | rode on a
train once in the snow, to Texas. It was fun. Mrs. Morrow must be rich since her son goes to this
school for rich kids. | really dond have much else to say--I mean, what can you say about a liar

in a book you dond like? (Not a real Reading 91 Studentd a type of comment.)

The above Personal Response is superficial. The writer shows that he/she is hoping to be
entertained and does not understand the analytical purpose of writing a Personal Response.
Mentioning didliking the book is not pertinent. The writer has attempted to make the response
fipersonald by mentioning the fact that he/she, too, has been on a snowy train trip, but thereis
no connection between hislher experience and the story. The snowy setting on an empty train is
important but the writer does not say why or how. The writer should connection their experience
to Holdends. A reader should think about and comment upon implications. For example, a
reader should ask themselves why Holden lies. Comments about why something occurs are
appropriate and relevant.

B. Satisfactory Personal Response for Chapter 8, Catcher in the Rye—same pages.

| know someone like Holden who wants to lie to make others feel positively
toward him. | think that Holden does this but also wants to make Mrs. Morrow feel better about
her son who is obviously a social misfit. Additionally, Holden wants to make Mrs. Morrow feel
sorry for him--to get attention. As the reader | like him for this--he seems compassionate, lonely,
and a little sad. He also seems amusingly immature; he tries to get her to pity him by saying he
has a brain tumor and that she shouldna worry about him!

Mrs. Morrow is both a mother substitute and a sex object to himd he says she is thoto
and he offers her a cigarette and a drink though he is only 16. Where is his mother and what is
her relationship with Holden? He does not mention her so maybe she doesna care about him.
Since he is boarding at a military school maybe his parents wanted him out of the house.

Holden approaches the train station as snow falls. In snow it is difficult to see boundaries
or find your directiond roads and sidewalks are not visible. It is often a quiet when it snows. |
think the author uses the snow and the empty train station to make Holden seem lost and
lonelyd unable to see his way in the future as he runs away from the school.

This Personal Response shows that the student is analyzing as he/she reads Chapter 8. It
comments on characters, their motivations, the setting, and the author& use of image to create mood.



